


In this project I examined the movies The Avengers (Whedon, 2012) and Justice League (Whedon, 2017) 

and movies relating to them in the context of how to make a successful superhero team up film, taking 

a stance on The Avengers being a successful superhero team up film. I focused on three main factors; 

the set up, adaptation, and audience, discussing each factor in relation to the two main films as well as 

films relevant to the discussion being used as examples of good or bad use of these factors. A proposal 

is formed at the end on how Justice League could have been made into a more successful superhero 

team up film with detailed explanations through the use of the three factors.



● Superhero movie genre 
○ The superhero team-up film

■ The Avengers (Whedon, 2012)
■ Justice League (Whedon, 2017)

The set up, Adaptation, and Audience



● CONTINUITY
○ Iron Man (Favreau, 2008)

■ Present, Coulson, Iron Man
○ The Incredible Hulk (Leterrier, 2008)

■ Present, New York, Iron Man, Hulk
○ Iron Man 2 (Favreau, 2010)

■ Nick Fury, Black Widow, More Coulson
○ Captain America The First Avenger (Johnston, 2011)

■ Villain’s Weapon, S.H.I.E.L.D., more Coulson, Captain America
○ Thor (Branagh, 2011)

■ Villain, Asgard, Intro to Universe, Hawkeye, Thor
○ Avengers (Whedon, 2012)

■ Present, Past, New York, Loki (Villain), Thanos (Villain’s Boss), The Cube (Villain’s Weapon), 
Villain’s Army, Asgardian Magic, Universal Threat, Nick Fury, Hawkeye, Black Widow, Hulk, Thor, 
Captain America, Iron Man, Coulson dies 



● CONTINUITY
○ Man of Steel

■ Krypton, Kryptonians, Zod, Metropolis, Smallville, Superman
○ Batman V Superman

■ Batman, Wonder Woman, The Flash, Aquaman, Cyborg, a bigger threat?, “Doomsday,” Superman 
Dies

○ Justice League
■ Batman, Wonder Woman, The Flash, Aquaman, Cyborg, Superman is brought back to life, 

Steppenwolf (Villain), Darkseid (Villain’s Boss), Motherboxes (Villain’s Weapon), Intro to Rest of 
the Universe, Jim Gordon, Villain’s Army 



● FAITHFUL ADAPTATION
○ Changing the World, not the core of the Character
○ Captain  America and Superman are ideologically similar
○ Zack Snyder’s  adaptation
○ MCU adaptation



● FAN SERVICE
○ Taking characters the 

fans love, and giving 
them moments from 
the comics and 
moments of immense 
power 

○ Zack Snyder’s Justice 
League 



● Partial Recovery
○ Zack Snyder’s 

Justice League
■ His vision
■ Set Up?
■ Adaptation?
■ Fan Service?

● Applying The Set Up
○ All the individual 

Superhero 
movies (Origin 
Movies) would 
come before 
Justice League 
with Batman 
being the tie 
between all of 
them

○ No BvS before JL

● Applying Faithful 
Adaptation and Fan 
Service
○ Characterization 

from the Comics



THIS SCENE IS A 
PERFECT EXAMPLE 
OF ALL THE THREE 
FACTORS, 
EVERYTHING IN 
THIS SCENE HAS 
BEEN BUILT UP TO 
AND 
FORESHADOWED

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_klBA8Dvcs
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